[Social and economic consequences for families with preschool children related to emergency hospitalization of children under 7 years of age. A questionnaire study].
Parents of 164 children who had been hospitalized as emergencies were asked to complete a questionnaire containing questions about the social and economical sequelae of hospitalization. The parents had, on an average, 0.36 days off work per day of hospitalization and mothers had the majority of days off work. Families with two occupationally active or a single occupationally active parent had 0.63 days off work per day of hospitalization. The most prolonged periods of hospitalization were associated with fewest days off work per day of hospitalization. The most important forms of absence from work were holidays and absence without pay, while the right which Danish parents have of absence on the first day of the child's illness formed the basis for 15% of the days off work. The majority of days off work did not result in decrease in pay but parents used their holidays or free days to which they were entitled to a great extent. Three mothers lost their jobs in connection with days off work on account of illness in the child. In addition to employment problems, there were also problems in connection with transport and in caring for the siblings. In many families negative reactions were observed in the siblings.